
President's Pickings

The year is moving on and with it so is our men’s shed interests. We are continuing to 
increase our membership number now showing just over the hundred, the men’s shed concept 
is still creating interest throughout the local community and we welcome anyone who is 
interested in joining our activities to come along and see what it’s all about. Some members 
have asked if they can bring a mate along or a neighbour who might want to join, the answer is 
yes of course you can, the more members the merrier. 

In an attempt to keep the shed an interesting place to come to we are always looking for 
new or attractive activities to put in place for our members. We will soon be looking at 
organising fun bus outings which are focused on visiting other men’s sheds in an attempt at 
giving members a chance to observe how other sheds operate and some of the projects they 
undertake, no two sheds are the same and it is interesting to see the variation in shed 
arrangements and of course a change to do a bit of social networking at the same time. 

Another activity coming up in July is a visit to the Sydney Timber and Working with Wood 
show at the Olympic Park showground, Homebush. This is a great day out and a chance to see 
some wonderful exhibits of woodwork projects, please see Frank if you’re interested in 
attending. 

I should mention at this point that our Annual General Meeting will be held on the 26th 
July. This year we have several inaugural committee members indicating they will be taking a 
break from official shed duties allowing positions on the committee to become vacant. As 
interested shed members I urge to consider standing for a committee position, it requires just 
little extra of your time but it is also a rewarding experience. This news letter contains an AGM 
notice along with a nomination form for committee positions. The nomination form must reach 
our Secretary or Assistant Secretary prior to the beginning of the AGM. 

As we are fast approaching the second half of 2013 this year the shed should begin to 
have a project focus on making Christmas toys that can be sold out front. Any member who 
would like to come down and help with this project be it cutting out, sanding, painting or just 
assembling of toys please talk to Frank or myself so we can organise something for you. 

Irish Blessing

“May the roof above us never fall in. 
And may the friends gathered below it never fall out.”

Thanks for your time          Bob 
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Donation
We had a visit from local representatives 
of the “Australian College of Mental Health
Nurses” recently giving the shed a 
donation of $250 being proceeds raised 
from a health conference they held during 
the recent Health Week promotions. 

 Yve Lee and Neville Gander presenting 
Treasurer Frank with their donation to the shed.

In the News
Lloyd and Jason made the 
Examiner as part of the fund 
raising effort to fill a wheelbarrow
full of goodies from local 
businesses to raffle in our 
upcoming major raffle effort.

The main support now needed
from our own members is to 
help with the selling of 
tickets.

Richard and other members of 
our Shed feature in a short film 
presented in State Parliament on 
19 June and parts of it were also 
on the NBN News on 18 June.

The film can be accessed at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=80
dHGWP-p_o  and a link is also on 
our website at 
https://sites.google.com/site/rtm
enshed/home/links 
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Shed Trip
Thirty eight shed members headed 
out from the RT Bowling club on 
Thursday 7th June on a fun bus run 
to visit six other Hunter Valley Men’s 
sheds. Sheds visited included 
Maitland, Kurri Kurri, Cessnock, 
Toronto Awaba, Hawkins Village 
Edgeworth and Elermore Vale. 

A very rowdy mob of shedders 
enjoyed the day sightseeing, a bit of 
social networking, and looking at 
how other sheds operate in 
comparison to own shed setup and 
activities. 

From all the chatter coming from the
bus during the trip (especially the 
back seat) it would appear all who 
attended enjoyed the experience. 

Another shed bus run is likely to be 
organised for a little later in the year.

Timber & Working With Wood Trip
Frank is organising a day trip to the event on Saturday 27  th   JULY  
This show is one we attended last year and it was most beneficial and all who attended 
had a great day out. See: http://www.iexh.com.au/index.php/sydney-details.html 
See Frank for further details about travel arrangements.

Major Raffle
Our fundraising team has been very active collecting donations from local businesses. It
is now time for all members to contribute by buying/selling some tickets to make this a 
success.
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BBQs

The BBQs are still going strong with some competition developing between the various 
teams. Here are some of the results so far:

and it is the Computer team at Woolworth by a nose......

The teams and rosters for the next couple of months are as follows:

Committee Team Computer Team Lathe Team Fishing Team Woodwork Team

Frank Seysener Vern Muddle Robert Forster Kevin Klingberg Keith Messenger

Andrew Arnott Jeff Hazzard Bob Priestly Tony Bull Grahame Berthold

Bob Bull Michael Clarke Gordon Newton Terry Ashton Ron West

Kevin Lazarus Sam Hurren Mick Burns Jason Grunsell David Elliott

Lloyd Mitchell Frank Holden Bill Garrett Dave Davies Ted Page

Jim Cordner Bernie O'Brien Ian Dorney Kevin Gray Tony Flanagan

Ted Begley

Woolworth
  22 June

Dan Murphy
 13 July

Woolworth
  27 July

Dan Murphy
  10 Aug

Woolworth
  24 Aug

Dan Murphy
 14 Sept

Woolworth
  28 Sept

Dan Murphy
  12 Oct

Woolworth
  26 Oct

Dan Murphy
  9 Nov

Raymond Terrace Men’s Shed Newsletter 11 Page 4 June 2013



We will no longer do Bunnings BBQs 
but we will try to get our spot at the 
new Masters being developed at 
Heatherbrae. 
The opening of this Masters should be a
very attractive  spot for a Raymond 
Terrace Men's Shed BBQs, since there 
are likely to be many local visitors 
checking out this new store. 
But here are the three Amigos taking  
break at the last Bunnings BBQ, which 
raised almost $800.

Fishing Group

Our popular outside
activity group is the
Fishing group with
frequent updates about
their success or lack
thereof. This was one of
the more successful
catches by David Elliott at
Stockton Beach.

If you are interested in
fishing just let Tony Bull
know and he will add you
to his email list with
updates about activities or
attend one of the group
meetings. Notices are in
the lunch room and updates are mainly via email.

Upcoming Elections

Next month will be our Annual General Meeting and the election of new committee 
members. Many of the current committee members have served for two year as was set
down in our Constitution at the time of their election. However, this was changed to a 
one year term of office at our Special General meeting held on 23 Feb 2013. All 
committee members can stand for office again as we have set no limit to how long 
anyone can serve on the committee. The formal notice of the meeting and nomination 
form for the 7 Management Committee positions are at the end of this newsletter.
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Computer Group
The computer group continues to meet on the first and second Friday of the month with 
some emphasis on beginners on the first Friday. We now have our own ADSL access, 
which has improved our access a great deal so that downloading software becomes 
much more practical. We can now also consider other activities such remote audio and 
video communication using Skype, Vsee,  ooVoo, etc. although we may need to find a 
video camera to go on our big screen. And of course Gmail includes video chat facilities. 
There is also a wealth of tutorial material on YouTube, which is now readily available.

Don't get Scammed!

In the next few newsletters we will be giving you some advice on how to 
prevent unscrupulous people ripping you off by preying upon our generation’s 
lack of knowledge of computerised communications, such as email and internet
banking. We will also try to keep you up to date with other rip-offs you could 
encounter in your day to day transactions.

Of the 83,000 scams reported to the ACCC in 2011, 43,000 were received via 
phone. Many of those would have been the familiar fake call claiming to be from 
Microsoft or Telstra which is used to install spyware and other nasties on unsuspecting 
victims’ computers in the guise of “tech support”. Others might pretend to be from 
Australia Post and demand a fee for a non-existent undelivered parcel. What follows is 
the ACCC’s analysis of the types of scams you of which you should be aware.

• Advance fee scams (30,426 reported, 36.6% of reported scams). Includes 
requests for payment for package delivery, or promises of a large inheritance 
followed by requests for a “processing fee”. Why would you send money to a 
stranger you’ve never met? 

• Computer hacking scams (19,473 reported, 23.4% of reported scams). 
Callers say a problem has been detected on your machine and offer to walk you 
through how to fix it. If you obey the instructions you will give the caller complete 
control of your computer. In one scam the scammer makes your computer 
inoperable and then charges you to fix it. After they have “fixed” it your computer 
is completely under their control and they can log every keystroke you make.

• Lottery and sweepstake scams (7,863 reported, 9.5% of reported scams).
Remember that lottery you never entered? Apparently you’ve won money and can
receive a fortune in return for a small up-front payment. There’s only one person 
getting rich in this scam, and it isn’t you.

• Banking/phishing scams< (5,430 reported, 6.5% of reported scams). 
Emails which ask you to confirm account details to avoid account cancellation or 

Raymond Terrace Men’s Shed Newsletter 11 Page 6 June 2013

http://www.lifehacker.com.au/2011/11/phone-scammers-pretending-to-be-from-australia-post/
http://www.lifehacker.com.au/2011/08/those-annoying-pc-phone-scammers-have-switched-from-microsoft-to-telstra/
http://www.lifehacker.com.au/2009/03/watch_out_for_fake_microsoft_support_calls/
http://www.lifehacker.com.au/2009/03/watch_out_for_fake_microsoft_support_calls/


read an online statement, then redirect you to a non-bank site. The aim is to steal
your login details.

• Online auction and shopping scams (5,012 reported, 6.0% of reported 
scams). Auctions or web sales for non-existent or counterfeit products. 

What Should You Do?

Never respond to unexpected mail: Most email services eliminate many of the 
obvious nasties, but some still get through. Ignore any message claiming you have a 
lottery win, an unexpected bill, a tax refund, a parcel awaiting delivery, or so on. 
Contact the relevant institution (bank, ATO, Post Office) directly if you’re concerned, but
don’t rely on details in the suspicious email to do so. In particular never click on the 
return address details as it could lead you to a FAKE (but very convincing) WEBSITE. 

Don’t give any personal information on calls: If someone calls claiming to be from 
Microsoft (or anywhere else) saying a problem has been detected with your PC, simply 
hang up. If someone claims to  be from your bank or the tax office, ask for a phone 
number where you can call back — and double-check the number with other sources 
before doing so. (Most scammers will refuse to supply a number.) Never give out any 
personal information on a call you haven’t made yourself.

You’re not about to get something for free: You have not won the lottery. A dying 
widow is not about to leave you a fortune. Forwarding a message won’t make Facebook 
give money to a cancer victim. You can’t have an iPad for $2. If it sounds too good to be
true, it’s a scam. 

None of this is rocket science. Staying safe often means simply stopping to 
question what is happening. In this area, cynicism is a far better friend than 
hope.

Management Committee
President: Bob Bull - 4987 3679                Vice President: Jim Cordner - 4020 7253
Treasurer: Frank Seysener - 4987 6797     Secretary: Andrew Arnott – 0422 352 324
Assistant Secretary: Kevin Lazarus - 4988 6459 
Committee Members: Dom Swinkels - 4934 6474 
                                Peter Francis - 4987 3970

Health & Safety Committee
Not operational
Social Committee
Convener:Keith Messenger – 4987 6100
Team:  Kevin Lazarus, Vern Muddle.

Newsletter Committee
Convener: Colin Halverson – 4987 3089
Team: Dom Swinkels, Peter Francis
Fund Raising Committee
Convener: Peter Francis – 4987 3970
Team: Kevin Lazarus, Lloyd Mitchell
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 Raymond Terrace Men’s Shed 
Notice of Meeting

You are advised that the Annual General Meeting of the Raymond Terrace Men’s Shed will be held 
Friday 26th July 2013. 
Venue: Raymond Terrace Bowling Club 
Time: 10:30am 
As per the Shed Constitution the meeting agenda items will be: 

• Confirmation of the minutes of the last annual general meeting and of any Special General 
meetings held during 2012/13

• Presentation of annual Management Committee reports on the activities during the last  
financial year

• Receive and consider the financial statement or report required to be submitted to 
members under the Act. 

• Election of Management Committee Officers and General Committee Members including: 
President, Vice President , Secretary , Treasurer and three Committee Members

NOTE: 
All nominations to be in writing on the following form and received by the Secretary or Assistant Secretary prior to 
the commencement of the Annual General Meeting. 

Raymond Terrace Men’s Shed 
Nomination form for the election of management committee executive officers

and general committee members for 2013/14 

We wish to nominate: ................................................................................
For the position of: .....................................................................................
Signature of Nominator: .............................................................................
Signature of  Seconder: ...............................................................................
Signature of Nominee: ................................................................................

Please note only one nomination per form. 

Forms to be completed and forwarded or handed to the Shed Secretary or 
Assistant Secretary prior to the commencement of the Annual General Meeting on
Friday 26 July 2013. 
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