
 

Shed Shorts 

The coming financial year promises to be an exciting time for Raymond Terrace 
Men’s Shed. The Development Application for the new shed building was submitted 
to Port Stephens Council in May. It is expected that approval will be granted before 
the end of the year and then the task of final planning and building can begin in 
earnest. If you would like to see what the layout of the new shed is likely to look 
like, check out the drawing below.  

 

 The half way point of the year is almost here and as usual the time for the Annual 
General Meeting is approaching.  It will be held on July 25 and all members are 
encouraged to attend. Of course the end of the financial year is also the time when 
membership of The Men’s Shed is due for renewal.  Renewals for the 2014-2015 
year are now being accepted and already 52 members, including six new ones have 
paid the $30 fee for the new financial year.  Members are asked to pay fees no 
later than June 30 but be aware that unless they are paid by July 25, the date of 
the AGM, you will not be eligible to vote on any issue submitted to the Meeting. 
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Already the management Committee is planning activities for Christmas. A major 
raffle is planned to begin on August 1. The first prize will be a child’s cubby house 
built by shed members and minor prizes will be a rocking horse and a wooden 
aircraft carrier for second and third respectively. The raffle will be drawn on 
October 6 and members are requested to support this fund raising effort by 
assisting with the sale of tickets        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Second Prize in Raffle    Third Prize in Raffle 
 
Requests from members of the public for small repair and construction tasks, as 
well as planning new toy lines for Christmas sales, continue to keep the 
woodworkers busy on a daily basis. 
 
One interesting project carried out recently was six years in the making. A Seaham 
family bought a kit to build a hen house some six years ago but despite the fact 
that plans and all the material to build it were supplied with the kit, they never got 
around to actually doing the job. Recently, they came to the Shed with a request 
that members do the building for them and finally the job was done.  

 
 
 
 

 
The Poultry Penthouse 
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Shed Activities 
 
Fishing Group 
The fishing group, after a number of false starts, finally had some luck with the 
weather and were able to set out on their planned deep-sea fishing trip.  According 
to all reports it was a great day out with the group catching a variety of fish – no 
birds. Everybody shared in the catch with Brian Low coming out the winner on the 
day. 
 

 
 
   Part of the Catch on The Deep Sea Fishing Trip  
 

  
  
   The Happy Crew Relaxes on The Trip Home 
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Outdoor Activities 
The BBQ programme continues to provide a good fund raising stream. The next 
outing will be at Woolworths on Masters on Sunday June 21 followed by Masters on 
June 29. The “Chefs” are going to introduce a new Menu for BBQ’s beginning on 
June 21. It will include Bacon, egg and onion sandwiches as well as the usual 
sausage and onion offering. 

 
 
The most recent roster for BBQ’s is attached to the back 
page of this Newsletter 
 
 
Graham’s Mystery Tours For 2014 
 
At this time Graham has not been able to finalise a list of possible visits for the year 
but has arranged a couple of outings to go on with. 
 
On Friday June 20 there will be an excursion to an American car museum located at 
Cameron Park near West Wallsend. This will be a car pool trip as it is only a short 
drive down the M1 (formerly the F3). Those wishing to take advantage of this 
opportunity should notify Graham no later than June 20.  Volunteers to drive cars 
for the car pool will be welcome. 
 
A walk through inspection of the new GP Super Clinic has also been arranged.  At 
this stage it is proposed that the inspection will take place on June 27, following the 
Annual Meeting. Those interested and not staying for lunch after the Meeting 
should assemble at the entrance to the Clinic at 12.45 pm. The inspection will take 
about 30 minutes so those having lunch could then assemble at the Clinic at about 
1.30 pm. 
 
 
Woodworking Show 
 
For those members keen on wood working, a trip has been arranged to the Sydney 
show at Olympic Park for June 28. Members should be at the shed ready to depart 
by 6.00 a.m. in order to catch the 6.30 a.m. ferry to Newcastle. The Sydney train 
leaves Newcastle Station at 7.23 a.m.  
 
For the trip home we will catch the train leaving Olympic Park at 2.58 p.m. and 
expect to arrive home at about 6.30 p.m. 
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Those who wonder what the attraction of wood working is might look at the picture 
below to see what can be achieved. This clock was built by Shed Manager Frank 
Seysener. It contains 1100 cut-outs and took 50 Hours to complete and was 
donated to the shed by Frank. Obviously it takes patience as well as a quite a bit of 
skill to be a wood worker. 
  

      
 
       Frank’s Clock 
 

Thanks to John Pauling for The Following Contribution 
A POEM THAT SOME CAN RELATE TO 
 
    I remember the cheese of my childhood, 
     And the bread that we cut with a knife, 
     When the children helped with the 
housework, 
     And the men went to work not the wife. 
 
     The cheese never needed a fridge, 
     And the bread was so crusty and hot   
     The children were seldom unhappy 
     And the wife was content with her lot. 
 
      I remember the milk from the bottle, 
      With the yummy cream on the top, 

      Our dinner came hot from the oven, 
      And not from the fridge; in the shop. 
  
      The kids were a lot more contented, 
      They didn't need money for kicks, 
      Just a game with their mates in the road, 
      And sometimes the Saturday flicks. 
 
      I remember the shop on the corner, 
      Where a pen'orth of sweets was sold 
      Do you think I'm a bit too nostalgic? 
      Or is it....I'm just getting old? 
 
      
      I remember the 'loo' was the lav 
      And the bogey man came in the night, 
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      It wasn't the least bit funny 
     Going "out back" with no light. 
 
      The interesting items we perused 
      From the newspapers cut into squares, 
      And hung on a peg in the loo, 
      It took little to keep us amused. 
 
      The clothes were boiled in the copper 
      With plenty of rich foamy suds 
      But the ironing seemed never ending 

     As Mum pressed everyone's 'duds'. 
 
      I remember the slap on my backside, 
      And the taste of soap if I swore 
      Anorexia and diets weren't heard of 
      And we hadn't much choice what we wore. 
 
      Do you think that bruised our ego? 
      Or our initiative was destroyed? 
      We ate what was put on the table 
      And I think life was better enjoyed 

 

 
 
Light Relief 
 
 

Popular tools and their definitions:  

 
DRILL PRESS: 
A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands 
so that it smacks you in the chest and flings your beer across the room, denting the 
freshly-painted project which you had carefully set in the corner where nothing could get to 
it. 

 
WIRE WHEEL: 
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Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere under the workbench with the 
speed of light. Also removes fingerprints and hard-earned calluses from fingers in about 
the time it takes you to say, 'Oh sh --' 

 
SKIL SAW: 
A portable cutting tool used to make  timber studs too short. 

 
PLIERS: 
Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters. 
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Frank Holden 
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