
 

Shed Shorts 
Believe it or not another year has passed and we are again close to the time when 
the Annual General Meeting will be held and the new Management Committee 
elected.  This is likely to be a decisive year in the life of our shed if things go 
according to plan in relation to construction of the new shed.  Development 
Consent for construction has been issued by Council and agreement has been 
reached that Council will, as a minimum, construct the shed and The Mens Shed 
will be responsible for the fit-out. 
 
Tenders for construction were called by Council and closed on 26 May.  The extent 
of the works to be included in the construction phase will be determined once 
these tenders are evaluated in relation to Council’s allocated budget. 
 
In the meantime our shedders continue their efforts to raise funds for the fit-out 
with shed sales, Bar-B-Q’s, raffles and special orders from members of the 
community. At the moment shed sales are going through a quite time but 
hopefully will increase as Christmas approaches.   
 
The Committee’s thoughts are now turning to thoughts of this year’s major raffle.  
This year there will be two major prizes, a Doll House for girls and a Work Bench 
for boys.  The raffle is planned to begin on August 1 so construction of the prizes 
needs to begin in the near future. Last year’s raffle raised $7924 and the target 
for this year will be at least $8000.  
 

Members are reminded that the Annual General 
Meeting will be held on 24 July 2015.  Of course this 
means that it is time to pay Membership fees.  The 
General Meeting on Friday 24 June will be a good time 
to get this matter out of the way as fees should be paid 
by June 30 2015. 
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Fishing Group 
 
Dave Davies has now taken over leadership of the fishing group with assistance 
from Tony Bull and continues to arrange regular meetings and outings. 
Unfortunately, the weather hasn’t been all that kind to them lately and good 
catches have been few and far between although there have been some small 
successes.  Apparently this hasn’t affected Tony who has been on holidays at 
Harrington and managed to land a few nice fish. 
 
 

 

Members of The Fishing Group After 
An Earlier Successful Outing 
 
        Tony Bull Making The Most of His 
         Holiday at Harrington 
 
 The group had more success at a recent Bar-B-Q at Dan Murphy’s raising a total 
 of $325 including the raffle and donations, a good effort all round.  
 
 
 

Wood-Turners Group 
 
The wood-turners are having some sales success from their attendance at the Saturday 
Medowie Markets once a month. They are averaging sales of around $200 each day 
and even managed to sell three  toilet roll/paper towel holders which have been lying 
around the shed for quite some time.  
 

Bob Priestly thinks he may have enough volunteers to have a Sausage sizzle at the 
Coles or Woolworths Supermarket. They propose to have these events every 1 or 2 
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months depending on their physical capabilities. At this stage the 4th Saturday of 
every month appears to be the most likely time.  
  
For any members interested in learning the art of wood turning there are many small 
items that can be made and there is plenty of backup for those who are struggling to 
become more proficient in the art with Robert, Ian, Bob and others only too willing to 
mentor them.  

Computer Group 
  
This group continues under the guidance of John Pauling in the absence of Jeff 
Hazzard.  Jeff seems to be recovering well but his chances of resuming as Group 
Convenor is contingent on him regaining his driving licence and it is not clear when this 
will happen at this stage.   

Music Group  
 
The Music Group continues to make good progress under the supervision of Neil 
Goldthorpe. They are concentrating on polish and performance of about 10 songs for 
presentation at the National Conference.  

The group had a live rehearsal for that performance on Tuesday the 16th June when 
five guitar players from the group presented a sing-a-long with the Mens Group at the 
R.T. Opal Gardens Home from 1:30pm - 2:30pm.  After introductions and a "happy 
birthday" song they sang the Duncan song. "I'd love to have a beer with... (the "boys" 
there) adapting the words to their names 
 
They included some old favourites which prompted a general sing along and finished 
with a few requests. Due to the enthusiasm of the audience they ran about twenty 
minutes overtime.   
 
Altogether a successful outing, congratulations to Shedhouse Strummers - Ian, Kevin, 
Norm, Greg and Neil. 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ian, Kevin, Norm, Greg and Neil at OPAL Raymond Terrace Gardens 
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Neil Presents Allen Cox With an Opal Raymond Terrace Song Book of Tunes 
Sung During Their Sing-Along 

 

OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES   
  
Trend Timbers 
 
On Friday 17th April members boarded a 48 seat coach and headed to Trend Timber at 
Mulgrave, near Windsor for their open day.  Local members were joined by members 
from Cessnock, Branxton, Kurri Kurri, Karuah, Morpeth, Toronto, Elermore Vale, 
Salamander Bay and Wangi.  Unfortunately some shedders were sick on the day, as 
happens with us old guys but we still managed a total of 39 members on the trip.  
  
Trend Timbers supplied a great free lunch for all to enjoy as well as making all visitors 
V.I.P. members of the Trend Club on the day, which allowed them discounts on many 
lines. 
  
 The demonstrators on the day were only too happy to explain things and show their 
considerable talents and during the day there were various demonstrations on a wide 
range of topics such as woodturning, wood burning and wood carving. 
 
A variety of woodworking machinery was on display which included Cougar Lathes, Jet, 
Laguna and Tormek machinery. 
  
At the end of a great day we were thanked by Adrian Clarke for attending and given 2 
raffle prizes of timber worth in excess of $350 to raffle on the way home. 
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Members From Raymond Terrace and Other Hunter Sheds Enjoying The 

Hospitality at Trend Timbers 
 

Sydney Wood-Working Show 

Fifteen members caught the train to Homebush on Friday 12 2015 to attend this show.  
Unfortunately, this happened to be schoolchildren’s day and a flood of eager 
youngsters made it difficult to get a close look at the exhibits and really enjoy the day. 
Despite this our members managed to have a look around and were able to purchase 
about $200 worth of new equipment for the shed. 

Nabiac/Gloucester Trip 

On Wednesday May 27th eighteen Raymond Terrace shed members joined members 
from other Hunter Cluster sheds for a trip to Nabiac and Gloucester.   First stop on the 
Agenda was the National Motorcycle Museum at Nabiac where the travellers spent a 
couple of hours inspecting an amazing range of motorcycles and motorcycle 
memorabilia. 

 

Members Showed Keen Interest in The Variety of Motor Cycles at The 
National Motor Cycle Museum Nabiac 
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Following the inspection lunch was enjoyed at the Nabiac Hotel before the bus moved 
on to Gloucester and a visit to the Gloucester Men’s Shed. All agreed the trip was well 
worth the $30 cost of the bus and under $10 for lunch.   

Fund Raising 

Thank you to all those who support our fund raising efforts by manning the Bar-B-Q’s 
on their rostered day, attending the shed regularly to help make saleable items and 
filling orders from members of the public. Each BBQ days adds about $240 to our 
funds.  The funds are important in meeting ongoing running costs for the shed and will 
be even more important when we begin to fit out the new shed in the near future. 

The work of the wood workers is an important part of fund raising as the items they 
make maintain an income stream for the shed as does filling requests for special 
orders from members of the public. Recent jobs coming in include restoring a 
telephone booth for the licensee of one of the local hotels and a couple of child size 
Bar-B-Q tables. Jobs such as assembling wheel barrows for Masters which was carried 
out recently also help to cover running costs and add to accumulated funds. 

The next BBQ will be held at Masters on Saturday 16th August and volunteers will be 
sought at the General Meeting on Friday 26th. 

The most recent BBQ roster is attached to this Newsletter. 

Humour 
 

Older Than Dirt Quiz: 
 

Count all the ones that you remember, not the ones you were told about. Ratings at the bottom 
 
1. Sweet cigarettes 
2. Coffee shops with juke boxes  
3. Home milk delivery in glass bottles  
4. Party lines on the telephone 
5. Newsreels before the movie  
6. TV test patterns that came on at night after the last show and were there until TV shows started 
again in the morning. (There were only 2 channels [if you were fortunate]) 
7. Peashooters  
8. 33 rpm records 
9. 45 RPM records 
10. Hi-fi's 
11. Metal ice trays with levers 
12. Blue flashbulb 
13. Cork popguns  
14. Wash tub wringers  
 
If you remembered 3-6 = You are getting older 
If you remembered 7-10 = Don't tell your age 
If you remembered 11-14 = You're positively ancient!  
I must be 'positively ancient' but those memories are some of the best parts of my life. 
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