
This is our first Newsletter and provides some of the background 
to our Shed and how we got started.

Our start
Our Men's Shed was formed on Thursday 23 June 2011 when about 50 people 

gathered in the Committee Rooms at Port Stephens Council administration building. Our 
initial Constitution was adopted and our first Board members were elected. On 28 October 
2011 some changes to the Constitution were adopted to meet the requirements of the 
ATO and to bring it in line with the Department of Fair Trading sample Constitution. Also 
the management structure was changed from a Board of Management to a Management 
Committee.
 

Our aims
Our aims are to create 

opportunities for local men:
 

● To socialise in their comfort 
zone.

● To share experiences and 
skills in a relaxed way.

● To maintain and increase 
their physical and mental 
well being.

● To mentor younger men 
and contribute to the local 
community.

Where we are
At this stage we do not have a permanent 

home. However, we meet in various places and 
are actively looking for locations, where we can 
establish a fixed meeting place, our very own 
Shed. The good news is that on 25 October 2011 
Katrina Hodgkinson MP visited Raymond Terrace 
and confirmed that the old  Raymond Terrace 
Fire Station on William Street will be signed over 
to Port Stephens Council for our use. We are 
currently sorting out the final stages of the 
transfer with Port Stephens Council including a 
Development Application. It is small and needs a 
deal of work but the old fire station will be our 
first shed.

 

Regular Meetings
 
Computer Group
 
Our Men's Shed Computer Group meets at Communicate Port Stephens, Shop 7/42 William 
Street, Raymond Terrace, NSW, 2324 on the first two Fridays of the month from 10 am till 
noon. The cost is $5.00 per day and includes tea or coffee.
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Men's Breakfast
 

We currently meet for a Men's Breakfast at 
8:00 for 8:30 am on the second Saturday 
of the month, hosted by the Raymond 
Terrace Senior Citizens Association at the 
Senior Citizens Centre, 17e Irrawang Street, 
Raymond Terrace. 
 
Bookings must be made with the Secretary 
of the Senior Citizens Association one week 
prior to the date. 
 
Bookings are capped at a maximum of 70 
men

 
Note that the December Men's Breakfast will be at the Muree Golf Club instead of 
the Seniors Centre and has to be prepaid ($13.00).

Planned Activities
There will be a General Meeting at the Bowling Club on Friday 25 November 2011 

starting with a game of "Barefoot Bowls" at 10:00 am, a general meeting at 11:30 am and 
followed by a Sausage Sizzle. Cost for morning tea and the BBQ is $5.00.
 

Bunnings BBQs are scheduled for Saturday 11 Feb 2012 and Saturday 28 April 2012. 
Some helpers will be needed to run these fund raising activities.

More History
Coincidental with the issue of our first Newsletter, the initiative to establish a Raymond 

Terrace Men’s Shed is just 12 months old.  The movement to establish a shed arose out of 
a men’s breakfast at the Senior Citizen’s Centre in November 2010.  On that morning the 
guest speaker was a representative of the Australian Men’s Shed Association and attending as 
guests were,  among  others, Robert Bull, Grahame Berthold and Frank Seysener.  The idea 
of establishing a shed in Raymond Terrace struck a chord with these three men and they set 
out to establish whether there was any local support for the idea. 

 
It was soon apparent that there was a great deal of interest, from the local Council, 

local politicians and clubs. Councillor Glenys Francis was particularly helpful, taking the idea 
to the Council for support resulting in a grant of $2000 from Council to help kick the process 
off.  The Raymond Terrace Bowling Club donated a further $3000 and the process began to 
gather pace.  In February 2011 an advertisement was placed in the local newspaper seeking 
nominations for a steering committee. A Committee of seven was quickly formed and set 
about writing a constitution and working with Council to find suitable Premises.   In April a 
bus trip was organised to inspect sheds in a number of other areas and culminated in the first 
AGM and the adoption of the Constitution and election of a Board of Management in June.  

   

Important Contacts: President: Bob Bull – 4987 3679
Vice President: Grahame Berthold – 4987 2745
Secretary: Andrew Arnott – 0422 352 324
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